
Summer is in the air.  The Center is quiet...for the moment.  I look at the photos on these pages, and I re-experience the moments of 

joy.  I also know the hard work and courage needed to learn a new language, whether it is English or computers!  Our Day of 

Recognition on May 16th was a day to honor the commitment and dedication of the participants.  It was wonderful to see each student 

come forward to clapping and to receive a certificate from her/his teacher.  And it was utterly delightful to watch the children run , not 

walk, forward to receive their certificates.   

It has been a good year.  It is amazing to see growth in so many waysða markedly increased ability in speaking English, gaining 

computer skills applicable to life, sewing your own dress, learning to make beautiful flowers or fancy scarves, developing relationships 

between students and between classes, seeing the gifts of each person begin to come forth.  GED students have sprinted forward!  

They took their first science and math practice tests.  A couple students are ready to take their actual exams.   

I hold strongly to the gospel values of love, respect, welcome and community.  I see that small acts of compassion and welcome can 

build community.  Community can strengthen us individually and corporately, even counteract the all too prevalent fear and hate all 

around us.  We at the PMC are so fortunate to participate in building community.   It is a gift to hear the participants say that we are 

ólike familyô.  That is what sets us apart.  That is what can ripple out into our city, nation and world.  May we all embody and live out 

this spirit of welcome     -Stacey Merkt, Director 

Aurelita History compiled by  Monica, Anna, Fabricio & Guadalupeñ ESL 3 Journal Sep-May 2019 
A: I hurt my lungs in my work cleaning houses. I smell too many 
chemicals here in SA. For 30 years. 

Q: Do you like studying English? 

A: Oh yes. I started to learn English when I was working with 
American people in their houses. Many of them did not speak 
Spanish. 

Q: If you could return to another time in your past, where 
would you like to go back? 

A: LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

ò̧ ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦΩ         
τBarbara Bir, teacher                               Complete history and more on our Web page. 

Q: What year were you born? 

A: I was born in 1925. I am 93 years old. 

Q: Where did you live when you were a little girl? 

A: I was born at home in Monterrey, Mexico. 

Q: How old were you when you got married? How 
many children do you have?                                                          

A: I was 20 years old. I have 8. I had 9 but my son was 
killed in an auto accident when he was 25 years old. 
Actually, I had 11 children, 2 died as infants. 

Q: Why do you use oxygen? 
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encouragement, Celia Buentello and 

Maria Jimenez for their loteria 

knowledge, Juana Olvera for taking 

charge of the kitchen and Maria Rivera 

and Monica Gallegos for handling the 

tickets sales. We are especially grateful 

and proud of the Organizing Committee, 

1-2 participants from each class, who 

met weekly and took leadership of the 

whole event.  Weôll do it again!  Our profit 

was  $4100.  

We recently held a very successful 

Loteria (Mexican Bingo). We struggled 

awhile, trying to decide whether to have 

a chicken plate sale or Loteria. The tejido 

ladies convinced us to choose Loteria.  

All the participants got involved and the 

day was a huge success. Christ the King 

hall was full of happy people, lots of good 

food and drink.  

We have many to thank:  Father Mike 

and the parishioners of Christ the King 

for the use of the hall; Leo & Juanita 

Te l lo  fo r  t he i r  adv i ce  and 

Our Mission: Welcoming immigrants to a community of education and inspiration                                                                   

leading to opportunities and empowerment. 

Loteria  

Reading Program  
We continued this semester with the reading program in Nanoõs 

Kids Room.  Here are the 2 first place winners (left & middle) and 

graduates (right), evening and morning class.  

Congratulations!  

Thank you! 

 

Congratulations to 
Margarita, our newest 

US citizen! 

M i   c a s a   e s   s u   c a s a !                                     A l l   a r e   w e l c o m e ! 

GED Math Class 

Do you want the basics?  Do you 

want to design business cards?  

Come to Computer Class. 

Valeria made this dress! 

CENTER HAPPENINGSé... 
Late one afternoon I was sitting at the computer by the front door 

when a man knocked.  I opened the door.  ñIôm Ishmael,ò he said.  

ñI came to talk to you about the cars parked by my house.ò  My 

heart sank.  We try to collaborate with our neighbors and not park 

in certain areas, such as not in front of their houses.  ñI try to catch 

the moms as they come,ò he continued, ñbut they see me waving 

and they move their car.  I want to tell them itôs fine to park by my 

house.  Iôm glad to have them there.  Iôve talked with others in the 

neighborhood.  They say that this neighborhood is a more peaceful 

place now that your Center is here.ò  What great news!ðSM 

BigGiveSAðThanks to all who spread the word and donated 

towards our efforts.  We were delighted with our profit of $3,500! 

 In thanksgivingé. 
For our Board (right): 

Marty Schuh, Jim Young, Sr. Vera 

Butler, Patricia Garcia (Chair),Vanessa 

Clark, Charles Smith.  Missing: Sr. 

Philippa Wall, Sr. Joan OôSullivan, 

Martha Gomez, Linda Baksic. 

AND left:  

For our Co-Ministers, 

many of whom arenôt 

pictured.  They are the 

heartbeat of  

Presentation Ministry 

Center. 


